
19th October 2021

Dear Parents/Carer

RE: Communication with the Catalyst Collective

Waterside Academy is very fortunate to have secured the Catalyst Collective for a year to work with

our girls.  As you are aware, your child has been selected as part of the scheme.  This scheme

connects black women with black girls in schools to deliver a year long, goal focused mentoring

programme. We believe that mentoring can be a powerful intervention to support young women to

work towards achieving their aspirations. 

The mentors are all black women (African, Caribbean, Mixed or other Black backgrounds) working in

a range of professions – from law and engineering to advertising, publishing and psychology. The

mentors have been carefully matched with our girls mentees based on their skills, interests and the

qualities each mentee is looking for.

The mentors will need to contact the girls out of school hours for the mentoring meetings to take

place.  We need you to be aware of the meetings and to ensure that your child attends, very often

this will be over a zoom call.  In order to ensure you are kept fully informed, we will share your email

address with Chloe Lewis, Director of the scheme and your child’s mentor so that she is able to

contact you in advance of meetings should she need to.

Throughout the programme students will:

● Meet with their mentor at least once per month (currently online)

● Work towards achieving 2 SMART goals

● Participate in a range of 1:1 and group activities

● Have access to careers events and workshops

● Have the opportunity to meet online or in person, depending on availability and

permissions

Should you NOT want your details shared with your child’s mentor or The Catalyst Collective please

email me samiraahmed@watersidecst.org by the end of this week to let me know.

Yours sincerely,

Samira Ahmed

Careers and Aspirations Manager
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