
10th September 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Re: Welcome back

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your child for a very positive return to school. It

has been a pleasure to welcome them back to school and it was obvious to see that both students

and staff missed each other during the long break.

I do need to inform you however that some things have not gone to plan.  The proposed building

work to convert two of our rooms to Design and Technology rooms have been delayed by the

Department of Education. This is due to various difficulties with the tender process and delays to

materials being available due to the global crisis.  Despite this, Design and Technology will be

delivered in one of our Art rooms which we have converted using specialist equipment.  I will let you

know as soon as I have any update on this.

Paying for lunches through ParentMail

Please note that your child should have a ParentMail account that you are able to top up for school

lunches. We do not accept cash.  If you are free school meals, this will be topped up automatically.  If

your child has lost a lunch card it will need to be replaced via parent mail for £2. If your child has lost

their lunch card over the summer, you should contact info@watersidecst.org in the first instance.

Please be aware that when you top up, if your child’s account is currently in a minus amount due to

the fact that they have already received a school lunch this week then the debt will be deducted so

please consider this when topping up. For example, if your child is £8.00 in debt and you top up

£10.00 your child will only have £2.00 credit.

Please note break time snacks will be available from Monday 13th September.  Please see the

website for the selection and the price. Please make sure your child has extra money to cover this

amount.

If your child is in year 7 they will be receiving their cards next week. However they should all already

have an account set up and topped up as we are currently operating a manual system. If you have

not received a link to register or need help please email info@watersidecst.org, you can also find

additional information and guidance via this link www.parentmail.co.uk/help/parenthelp/
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Free school meals

If your child is eligible for free school meals and you have recently applied or transferred to our

school please be aware that your child will not be eligible until you receive a confirmation letter for

Hackney Education. Until that time and the school has been updated please send your child in with a

packed lunch or top up ParentMail.

If your child would like a breaktime snack, extra funds should be put on their account using

ParentMail.

Uniform
Thank you for sending your child into school in pristine uniform, for the most part.
A few reminders which will ensure all are meeting the requirements of the uniform policy:

1. Bags must be rucksack-style (either Waterside Academy badged from Trutex or plain black)
2. Shoes must not be boots/ hi-tops or patent leather
3. The new Waterside Academy tracksuit will be available to purchase from October half-term -

in the interim, year 7 students may wear a plain back hooded or round-neck jumper, plain
black sports trousers or shorts and a plain white sports t-shirt or polo neck. They should also
wear their blazer at all times.

4. No facial piercings are allowed other than one earring in each ear.

Design and Technology update

In Design and Technology we are running a plastic recycling project. All year 7 and 8 students will

need to collect a minimum of 5 empty bottles with their tops. The bottle and bottle top must both

have the number 2 (HDPE) symbol. Good examples are milk cartons, shampoo bottles and drink

bottles. Students will be need to bring these into their Design and Technology lesson beginning 27th

September.

Detailed information will be uploaded onto DPR, however if you do have any questions please

contact Miss Ozyurt on cananozyurt@watersidecst.org

DPR

All students are expected to log onto the DPR every day to check their KO judgements and

assignments set by their teachers. If students are experiencing difficulties with logging in then they

should contact Mr J Uddin in school or via email on juneduddin@watersidecst.org.
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Student email and document accounts

Students now have a new email address. It is firstnamelastname@watersidecst.org. If students are

experiencing difficulties logging into this through their RM Unify account, they should contact Mr J

Uddin in school or you can email on their behalf juneduddin@watersidecst.org.

Art GCSE students

If students would like to purchase an A3 folder they are available for £3. This can be paid through

ParentMail and will be added to your account from Monday. If students do not wish to purchase a

folder they will receive one from the Art department to utilise. These however must be returned in

Yr11 and in good condition. For more information or queries please contact Miss Waldren on

eviewaldren@watersidecst.org

Absences

In order to ensure the health and safety of all students and maintain accurate attendance records,

you must phone the school absence line on 020 7617 7181 before 8.30am each day with an

explanation of your child's absence and ensure your child arrives in school at 8.25am otherwise they

will be marked as late.

If you have any problems at all please contact info@watersidecst.org.

I hope you have a lovely weekend.

Yours sincerely,

Charlotte Whelan
Headteacher
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